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 Organization of the scheduled workshop on “Geographic Information Systems” was conditioned by the increasing necessity for dissemination of available practical and scientific-research knowledge, and familiarize water related specialists with advanced methods of information.  

The program and topics of the workshop that had gone through the approval process by the ICWC and USAID were oriented at creating suitable conditions for exchange of advantageous experiences. 

The overall objective of the workshop was to familiarize water related specialists with advanced methods and tools of information systems application in water and land sector.  In such a kind of information systems could be Geographic Information Systems (GIS).   

The workshop was held in the ICWC Training Centre, Head office, Tashkent. Participants were accommodated in apartments located in the vicinity of the Training Centre Hall. The ICWC Training Centre organized coffee brakes, lunches, supper and banquet. Travel expenses were funded by USAID/START/AED.  

The ICWC Training Centre provided the participants with its own auto transportation for movement around the city.      

In the opening session of the workshop the following persons participated and addressed the participants on the issues relevant to the theme of the workshop: – Pulat Umarov, Deputy director of SIC ICWC, - Rober Baker, Manager of Central Asia Water Resources Management training project,  Svetlana Jereleyeva, Advanced GIS specialist of SIC ICWC, Raisa Shodieva – Advanced GIS specialist. 

Among the participants of the workshop were representatives of the water management departments and scientific research institutes.  (See Attachment 1 for full list of participants).  

All of the presentations delivered during the workshop were in Power Point Format. After each presented topic adequate time was allocated for discussion of the topic. (Submitted folders).  

The copies of the training materials had been distributed among the participants in advance for preliminary review and comprehension, thus facilitating moderators in arranging further discussions.  

Participants of the training put forward a series of recommendations and proposals aimed at development of information technologies application in solving of water and land management problems in Central Asia. 

Among the recommendations suggested by the participants there are the following:

· create regional networks of  information and experience exchange on new technologies application in amelioration;

· promote  training and professional development of new specialists;  

· elaborate necessary  support measures to be provided by the State, which are necessary to develop upgrading of  land measuring systems;  

·  Organize workshops on GIS in the oblasts with aim to train more people.   

The training participants reiterate the necessity of proceeding to develop close cooperation with ICWC Training Centre, and its branches in Osh (Kyrgyzstan), Dushanbe (Tajikistan), Urgench(Uzbekistan)  and underlined expediency of promoting TC branch establishment in Kzyl Orda (Kazakhstan). The necessity was underlined of implementing into practice up-to-date information technologies and requests were put forward to facilitate the process of mastering advanced methods of water resources management.  The participants consider that such process can be promoted through continuation of TC course on computer training. 

Participants express their gratitude to CIDA, USAID-START/AED, McGill University, and ICWC Training Centre staff, all lecturers and moderators, SIC ICWC, as well as to BWO “Syrdarya” who ensured proper performance of the workshop, and advance their opinion that further training of this kind should be conducted.

